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We all may have had a hard winter, and spring may seem late in coming this year, but the
Savoyards have braved the storms and still have a summer’s and fall’s worth of activities ahead.
The seventh Summer Show, Noel Coward’s Hay Fever; the third summer cabaret, the Savoy Club;
our Fourth of July extravaganza, and another new Savoyard offering await us. So with no further

Patience

In their fourth consecutive year of collaboration, directors Kathy Lague and Steve Malionek led
the Savoyards through a thoroughly satisfying and successful production, this time of Patience. By
the time you read this, the Savoyards will have presented a check for over $7000 through the
Sudbury United Methodist Church to the United Methodist Committee on Relief for the alleviation of
world hunger. This represents one of our largest single donations in the last several years. Our
heartfelt thanks go out to all the loyal Savoyards who made, and continue to make, our productions
possible, and to our loyal and responsive audience members and other donors who fund the gifts
and provide support to our performers and other staff.

Summer Show 2003: Hay Fever

In 1924, Noel Coward was a 25-year-old who had already been in professional theater for more
than half his life, having written at least four plays and acted in many more. He was familiar in
theater circles, but not yet the publicly famous, urbane icon of British charm he would become. Hay
Fever was one of a half dozen plays he wrote during the mid-1920s that set him on that path. The
Sudbury Savoyards are pleased to be presenting Hay Fever as their seventh Summer Show.

The action of Hay Fever centers around a not-quite-as-idyllic-as-they-planned weekend at the
country retreat of the Bliss family in Cookham, England, a short distance from London. Judith
Bliss, a retired stage actress of some repute, is nearing middle age, and is contemplating a return to
the stage, presumably to reclaim past glories. David Bliss, her husband, is a reclusive novelist of
uncertain renown with a penchant for studying “female psychology.” Simon and Sorel, the twenty-
something son and daughter of the family, are alternately reviled, tolerated, and indulged by their
parents; but not to worry, as they can give as good as they get. It’'s not clear that Coward would
have been familiar with the phrase “dysfunctional family,” but the Blisses could well be the
prototype of the entity. The household is managed by Clara, Judith’s dresser during her stage days.
On Saturday afternoon, each member of the family reveals that he or she has invited a guest of the
opposite sex to weekend at the house. Sorel has invited Richard Greatham, a fifty-ish “diplomatist”
she met at a party in London. Judith has invited a strapping young athletic fellow, a gushing fan of
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hers, Sandy Tyrell. David has found a young fan of his own, the shy and easily flustered Jackie
Coryton. Simon has invited a family acquaintance with whom he is infatuated, Myra Arundel. One
catch: The Bliss retreat has but one guest room. Another catch: The Blisses tend to treat their
guests the same way they treat one another. Saturday evening devolves into parlor games of acerbic
repartee, guest swapping, and revelations for all.

The Savoyards welcome five new members in the cast of Hay Fever. Kerry Clarke joins us as Sorel
Bliss. Kerry is a veteran of several area theater groups, most recently appearing with the Milton
Players in The Last Night of Ballyhoo. Kerry grew up in Natick, and now resides in Boston. Kerrie
Doty, as Judith Bliss, is a relative newcomer to Sudbury, having moved up from Maryland and
Georgia, where she performed with Atlanta’s “Shakespeare in the Park” and in productions
including Charlotte® Web and The Diary of Anne Frank. Acton native and now Westboro resident
Diana Harpin returns from five years away from community theater to play Clara the housekeeper
with us. Diana last appeared with the Westboro Players Club as Eliza in My Fair Lady. Laura M.
Crook, our Myra Arundel, lives in Acton, where she has been very active with Acton's Theatre III,
most recently as Diana in their highly successful production of Lend Me a Tenor. She has also
appeared on the Theatre III stage in Picasso at the Lapin Agile and A Christmas Carol. Our lone
male newcomer is Steven Siegmund as Sandy Tyrell. Steve has worked as a stage and voice actor
(and in virtually every other theater discipline) in a number of area performance groups, starting
with his college years at Worcester Polytech and Emerson College. The working world has slowed
his theatrical involvement of late, but he’s glad to be back on stage, this time with the Savoyards.
Steve grew up in Ridgefield, Connecticut and now makes his home in Natick.

In addition to our new members, our cast has four familiar Savoyards. Mike Lague returns for his
sixth summer show, most recently as Mr. Symperson in last year’s Engaged and as Dr. Bradman in
2001’s Blithe Spirit. This year Mike plays Richard Greatham. Jonathan Saul appears as Simon
Bliss. Jon last appeared in a summer show as Boris Kolenkhov in 2000’s You Can® Take It with
You. and before that as Dr. Dobb and Balker in 1999’s Foggerty® Fairy. Patricia McMahon’s last
summer show role was as Grand Duchess Olga Katerina, also in You Can® Take It with You. This
year she plays Jackie Coryton. Mike, Jon, and Patricia are Savoyard main show veterans of many
years as well. Tom Powers, heretofore seen only behind the scenes in Savoyard endeavors makes
his Savoyard stage debut as David Bliss.

As was the case with the Savoyards’ previous Coward production, Blithe Spirit, in 2001, our director
is veteran Savoyard Paula Moravek. Paula has appeared in several lead roles in the Savoyards’
G&S productions, and has been a costumer for every main show since 1995. Beyond the Savoyards,
Paula has performed in over 40 productions over the past two decades, and directed, designed, or
produced many more.

Times, dates, and tickets....

Hay Fever will be performed at 8:00pm on July 11, 12, 18, 19, 25, & 26, and at 2:00pm on Sunday,
July 20, in Hawes Hall, Sudbury United Methodist Church, 251 Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury, Mass.
Tickets can be reserved by calling 978-443-8811. Tickets are $12 for adults, and $9 for students
and seniors. Order by mail by sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope, with your ticket
choices and payment (see the enclosed ticket order form), to Savoyard Tickets, c/o Kathy Lague, 9
Marlboro Rd., Sudbury, MA 01776. Reserve by phone by calling 978-443-8811.

Are you interested in being in a Summer Show?

While the cast is set, there are myriad other opportunities for participation in the production of Hay
Fever. We can always use help with set building, costumes, stage crew, box office and ushering,
refreshments, publicity, and all the other disciplines it takes leading up to and during the
performances. If you'd like to try your hand at any element of the show, in whatever depth, call our
message line at 978-443-8811 or contact Producer Mariah Howland at carbrey@yahoo.com or 781-
891-54717.
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The Other Summer Show: The Savoy Club

Bracketing the presentation of Hay Fever this summer will be a reprise of the Savoyards’ summer
cabaret, The Savoy Club. The Savoy Club offers Savoyards and Savoyards-to-be a summer
performing venue to present the skills and talents that might not normally show up in a traditional
theatrical environment. Past years have featured a dog act, a juggler, chamber music, a comedian, a
mini-opera, a jazz band, and more. While this year’s acts have not yet been fully scheduled, you can
well expect a similar eclectic mix.

Plan to stop by The Savoy Club often, and bring friends! The Savoy Club will be open on Fridays
and Saturdays the 27t and 28t of June and the 8% and 9* of August. Curtain time for all
performances is 8:00pm. Location for all performances is Hawes Hall, Sudbury United Methodist
Church, 251 Old Sudbury Road, Sudbury. Admission for each performance is $5.00 at the door (no
advance ticket sales or reservations). Refreshments will be continuously available during the
evening, and socializing among acts and patrons is encouraged.

And this year, we add a very special Savoy Club presentation. We will be presenting voice students
of Robert Gartside performing Mozart's “The Abduction from the Seraglio” (in English), featuring
Kathy Lague as Constanze. Save the dates of September 12 and 13; this will be a unique
opportunity to hear this opera. For those who only know Kathy as a director, this will be a chance to
see her on the other side of the footlights!

For much more information about the Savoy Club, the acts, and some last-minute surprises, check
the Savoyards' web site at www.sudburysavoyards.org, or contact Producer Kathryn Denney at
kathryn@thedenneys.org or 508-650-5758. And the Savoy Club can always use the help of eager
Savoyards in the off-stage jobs: box office, concessions, house staff, and more. Contact Kathryn if you
can help.

Float Away Like a Pirate..... with the Savoyards on the Fourth of July! The
Savoyards have been a steady presence in the Town of Sudbury’s 4t of July parade for many years
now. We usually build a float of magnificent scale and staff it with as many as two dozen costumed
Savoyards. Our float helps promote our other summer activities, and this year will be themed in
anticipation of our 2004 main stage show, The Pirates of Penzance. Would you like to participate
this year? Contact float organizer Donna Roessler at DonnaRslr@rcn.com or 508-628-9772.

Stagecraft is not the Only Craft..... at which our members excel. The Sudbury
United Methodist Church is sponsoring a Fall craft fair featuring, among others, crafts by members
of the Savoyards. The fair will be held on Saturday, October 11, 2003 from 10:00am to 4:00pm.
Organizers Donna and Andrea Roessler are now taking applications from craftspeople. A modest
table fee will be charged to crafters, a small part of which will be used for initial expenses, with the

remainder of the fee donated to the Savoyards’ designated charity, world hunger relief through
UMCOR.

For more information, or to request an application, please email Donna at donnarslr@rcn.com, or
call Donna or Andrea at 508-628-9772. Spaces are already filling up!

Board of Trustees

The Sudbury Savoyards operate under the direction of a seven member Board of Trustees, each
member of which serves a two year term. Trustees are chosen by the membership at the general
membership meeting held during the run of the main stage show in the spring. This year, Ed Fell
and Laurel Martin were newly elected and Donna Roessler re-elected to Board. Katherine
Engel Meifert and Marianne Hatton have completed two, two-year terms on the Board and have
stepped down at their term limits. Continuing Board members are Tom Powers, Brendon
Chetwynd, Paula Moravek, and Mike Lague. Tom will serve as Chairman for the coming year,
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with Paula as Secretary, Donna as Treasurer, Mike as Church Liaison, and Ed as Theater Liaison.
Board meetings are open to the membership. Contact any Board member or check the Savoyard web
site for meeting schedules.

Pirates of Penzance in 2004

The year 2004 is a leap year, and appropriately enough, the Board of Trustees of the Sudbury
Savoyards has selected Gilbert and Sullivan’s Pirates of Penzance as the company’s 42" main stage
production. The Savoyards last presented Pirates in 1993. Directors’ interviews will be held in May
and June. Other interested senior staff candidates are encouraged to contact the Board
by telephone at 978-443-8811.

Savoyards: Made or Born?

— : - Are these three guys Princess
. Ida’s brothers? Sir Joseph,
Capt. Corcoran, and Ralph?
Bunthorne, Grosvenor, and
the Duke? Well, maybe in 20
years or so, but right now
theyre the three youngest
Savoyards, already in
uniform. They are, from left to
. % right, Keith Meifert, son of
T . b \ ' | Katherine and Brian Meifert,
\ y ' . born March 24; Alexander
Tringali, son of Beth and Scott
Tringali, born January 14;
and James Chetwynd, son of
Kirsten and Brendon

Chetwynd, born March 22.

Contacting the Sudbury Savoyards

The Sudbury Savoyards are eager to involve our area community in our productions in any way
people can help. If you would like to work with the Savoyards, or attend our performances, or
support our efforts financially, we want to hear from you, and we want to keep you informed. The
Savoyards have an active set of email lists and a vibrant, regularly updated web presence at
www.sudburysavoyards.org. If you’re not electronically connected, write to us in care of our sponsor,
the Sudbury United Methodist Church, 251 Old Sudbury Rd., Sudbury, Massachusetts
01776. You can call the Savoyards’ voice message line at 978-443-8811 if you have any questions
about any of our activities.
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